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The 2736-ZA facility is a one-story, 40 feet by 22 feet by 13 feet high, rectangular structure built of poured reinforced concrete.  The building contains no windows and its roof is 
constructed of concrete with a built-up tar and felt surface.  The 2736-ZA building consists of two rooms.  Room 1, which originally contained the exhaust equipment and a 65-kw 
backup diesel generator, is approximately 11 feet by 11 feet.  Room 2 is approximately 26 feet by 22 feet and houses the exhaust fans, filters, temperature readout devices, 
gamma and neutron detectors, a criticality alarm panel, a fire panel, and batteries for the 2736-Z Building.  The ventilation system exhausts through testable HEPA filters and exits 
through the 296-Z-6 exhaust stack.

The 2736-ZA Primary Plutonium Storage Annex was constructed at the same time as, and adjacent to, the 2736-Z Building to provide space for the ventilation equipment which 
controlled air pressure and filtration for the 2736-Z Primary Plutonium Storage Facility.  Exhaust air is collected from the 2736-Z building vaults and filtered through two stages of 
high-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters in the 2736-ZA building and then discharged into the atmosphere through the 296-Z-6 ventilation exhaust stack. (The exhaust from 
the vaults was originally exhausted via the 234-5Z building ventilation system.)  The building continues to serve its original function today.  

The 2736-ZA building has played an important support role to the 2736-Z Primary Plutonium Storage Facility in providing a necessary facility for air ventilation equipment during 
the Cold War and post-Cold War era.  It is therefore the conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that Building 2736-ZA is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A as a contributing property within the Hanford Site Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.


